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Abstract

The article was published based on research results of the project of grant and targeted financing for
2022-2024 "The Implementation of the Chinese Communist Party's Minority Policy in Xinjiang:
History, Present and Future™ jointly with the Institute of Oriental Studies named after R.B. Suleimenov.
The article examines the geographical position of the Xinjiang region and its neighbouring countries,
adjacent provinces within the state, and natural and climatic conditions. The topography, the location of
water resources, mineral and fuel resources, their reserves and their place, and climatic features are
emphasized. Xinjiang's traditional and modern economic situation and social development problems are
described in economic- geographical terms. The article also examines the population of Xinjiang, the
share of different nationalities, demography and population settlement and territorial-administrative
divisions.

The article also comprehensively considered the lle Kazakh Autonomous Oblast under Xinjiang.
Because lle Kazakh Autonomous Oblast is a very important administrative unit in terms of its
geographical location, territory, bordering countries and border lengths, and natural resource potential.
Therefore, it is essential to study the territorial-administrative situation, geographical settlement and
ethnic composition of the population of the Ili Kazakh Autonomous Region in a demographic context.
Most of the 5 million ethnic Kazakhs living abroad live in the lle Kazakh Autonomous Region of the
People's Republic of China. The lle-Kazakh region covers the entire 1,700-kilometer border between
Kazakhstan and China. Therefore, this article shows that the Xinjiang region has an important
geopolitical and geoeconomic location for China. As a result of such facts and information, the reason,
nature and position of the policy of minority nationalities conducted by the Chinese communists in
Xinjiang will be determined scientifically.

The following important section considered in the article is the issue of diaspora and irredentists.
According to this content, the Kazakh diaspora and irredentists are analyzed from a historical and
geographical point of view. It is suggested that the Chinese Kazakhs are irredentists, not diaspora. This
shows the role of ethnic Kazakhs in the relations between the two states. The article also analyzes the
migration of ethnic Kazakhs to the Republic of Kazakhstan. The reasons for their arrival in Kazakhstan
and the settlements where they settled after returning to Kazakhstan are highlighted.

Keywords. Xinjiang, minorities, lle Kazakh Autonomous Oblast, ethnic Kazakhs, diaspora,
demography, migration.
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INBIHKAHIAT'BI A3CAHABI YIITTAP 7KOHE KA3AK JUACIIOPACDI:
IKOHOMMUKAJIBIK-TEOI'PA®UA KOHTEKCTIHAE

«Kvimau Kommynucmix napmuscel azcanovl ynmmap cascamuinwiy LLlviyorcanoa amxapoliywl:
mapuxul, OyeiHi HcaHe Kejleuleziy ammbl SPAHMMbIK HCIHe DALOAPIAMATBIK-MAKCAMMblL KAPHCHLIAHObIDY
aHco6acvl OOUBIHUIA 3ePTNMeEY HIMUICECIHIH HCAPUSTAHBIMb]

Anoamna

Makana P.b. CyneiimenoB atsigars! LsrbicTany MHCTUTYTBIMEH Oipliece aTKapbUIBbII JKaTKaH
«KpiTait KOMMYHHCTIK MapTHsIChl a3caHIbl YITTap casicaThiHbIH LLIbIHXaHa aTKapbUIybl: TapuXbl,
OyriHi skoHe Kememieri» arTel 2022-2024 >xkburnapra apHalIFaH TPAHTTHIK KOHE OarmapiiaMalibIK-
MaKcaTThl KAp)KbUIAHABIPY JKOOACHIHBIH 3€pTTEy HOTIKENepl HeTi3iHAe >kapusuianapl. Makana
Ipmokad skepiHiH reorpadusIbIK OpPHBIH, AHANACHIHIAFBI KOPIIIEC eJJIepiH, MEMJICKET IIILTiK
ipresec NpoBeHLUsUIAp MEH TaOUFU-KIMMATTBIK >KaFdaiblH KapacTelpazbl. OHBIH IHIIHAE dcipece, sKep
Oezepi, Cy pecypcTapblHBIH OpPHANACYBl, MHHEPAIABIK KOHE OTBIHJIBIK PECYpPCTaphl, OJIApAbIH KOPBI,
OpHAJIaCybl, KJIIMMATTHIK epeKIeniri 6aca oasunanaapl. [IbIHKaHHBIH TOCTYPIIl XKOHE Kas3ipri 3aMaHFbI
HIapyalIbUIbIK JKaFJailbl MEH SKOHOMMKAJIBIK JKOHE QJICYMETTIK JaMy Mocesenepi IKOHOMHKAIbIK-
reorpadusuIbIK TYpFBIAA cumartanagsl. Makanmaga LLIbrkanmarel XanblK CaHBI, OHOAFBl op TYpPIi
VITTApIbIH  YyJieci, JOMOrpaduschl KOHE XaJbIKTBIH KOHBICTAaHYbI MEH ayMaKThIK-OKIMIIILIIK
OesiHiCTEp1 JIe 3epTTEINe/I].

Makanaga IIbIH)KaHHBIH ayMaKTBIK-OKIMIIUTIK Ky3bIppIHa Kapactel lme Kazak aBTOHOMUSITBIK
OOJBICHI J1a JKaH-)KaKThUTbl KapacThIpbUFaH. OliTkeHi, lne Ka3ak aBTOHOMMSUIBIK OOJBICHI — Teo-
rpadusIIBIK OpHBI, ayMaFhbl, IIeKapaiac ejjepl MeH IIeKapa Y3bIHIBIKTaphl )kOHE TaOUFU PECypCTTHIK
onieyeri OOWBIHIIIA aca MaHBI3IbI OKIMIILTIK Oipmik Oonbimm TadbuIanel. ConabikTan na lme Kazak
ABTOHOMUSIJTBIK OOJIBICHIHBIH ayMAaKTBIK-OKIMIIILTIK KaFdalbIH, XaJKbIHBIH TeorpausuiblK KOHBIC-
TaHYbIH JKOHE ATHHUKAIBIK KYPaMbIH JAeMOrpadusuIbIK TYPFbIAA 3€pTTey MaHbI3Abl OOJIBIT TaObLIa b
Kanms! merenie KOHBICTAHFAH 5 MUJIMOH LIaMachIHAAFbl STHUKAIBIK Ka3aKTapblH Kemrmmiiiri Keitaii
Xanbik Pecnyonukaceinbiy ie Kazak aBToHOMUSUTBIK OoOMBICHIHAA eMmip cypeni. ne Kazak oGibichr
Kazakcran men Kpitait apacsinarsl 1700 makpIppIM KeJNETIH IEKapaHbl TYTacTail ayblll >KaThIp.
Conppixran [IbiHkaH aynaHbHbIH KpiTall YIIIH MaHBI3/IbI T€OCAsICH JKOHE T€0IKOHOMUKAIIBIK OpBbIHFA
ue eKeHJIr ockl Makaiaga kepcetueni. OcblHIal 1oliekTep MeH aKmaparTap/AblH HoTkecinae Kpitait
koMMyHHcTepiHiH [blHkaHIa Kyprizin OThIpFaH a3 YITTap cascaTblHbIH ce0ell, CHIaThl >KoHE
YCTaHbIMBI FBUIBIMU TYPFBIZIa alKbIH/1aJIa TYCE/].

Makanana KapacThIpbUIFaH Kejieci O1p MaHBI3AbI O6IM - IUacropa KoHEe UPPEACHTTEP MOCENIEC.
byn ma3myH OolpIHIIA Ka3ak JMacropackl MEH UPPEAEHTTEpiHE TapuXHU-reorpadusuiblK TYpFbIIaH
TaJfay *acajbIHbIIN, KbITall Ka3aKTapbhIHBIH IUAcIiopa eMec, UPPENEHTTEP eKeHIIr TYKbIPbIMIATaIbI.
Ochl apKbUIBI €Ki MEMJIEKET KapbhIM-KaThIHACHIHAAFBl STHUKAIBIK Ka3aKTapbIH PeJli KepCeTLIe.
Makanana STHUKaJIBIK KazakrapbiH Kasakcran PecnyOnmkachiHa GaFbITTalFaH KOIli-KOH JKaFJaibl Ja
tangananel. OmapapiH Kazakcranra kenyiHiH cebentepi xoHe Kaszakcranjgarel KOHBICTAHFaH eJifi-
MEKEH/Iep1 aTarn KepceTiIe/.

Tyiiin ce3aep: llIbikan, a3 yirrap, Ine Kazak aBTOHOMUSIIBIK OOJBICHI, STHUKAIBIK Ka3zakTap,
Jactopa, aemMorpadusi, Kerri-KoH.
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MEHBIINHCTBA U KA3AXCKAS JUACIIOPA B CUHBI3AHE:
B KOHTEKCTE SKOHOMHWYECKOM 'EOT' PA®GUN

Ilybnukayus pe3y1bmamos uccied08aHus NPOeKma 2paHmo8o20 U NPOSPAMMHO-YeNe8020 YUHAHCUPOBAHUL
«Peanuzayus nonumuxu Kommynucmuueckou napmuu Kumas 6 omunowenuu menvuuncms 6 Cunbyssue:
ucmopus, Hacmosuee u Oyoyuiee»

Annomayust

Cratpst OnmyOJMKOBaHAa MO pe3yJabTaTaM HCCICAOBAHUS TPOEKTa TPAHTOBOIO U  LENEBOTO
¢unancupoBanus Ha 2022-2024 roapl «Peamu3aryisi MUHOPUTApHOW TOIMTUKH KOMMYHHCTHYECKOM
naptuu Kuras B CuHbl3siHE: uCTOpus, HacTosllee W Oymayiiee» CcoBMecTHO ¢ MHcturyrom
BocTokoBeneHnst umenn P.b. CyneiimeHoBa. B crathe paccMarpuBaeTcst reorpaduieckoe MOI0KEeHHEe
pernoHa CHHBL3SIH U COCEIHUX C HUM CTpPaH, COIPEAENbHBIX MPOBUHLMKA B COCTABE IOCYIapCTBa,
[pUpOHO-KIUMaThyeckue ycioBus. IloguepkuBarorcst Tomorpadus, paclojOkKEHHUE BOJIHBIX
PECYPCOB, MUHEPAIbHBIX U TOIUIMBHBIX PECYpPCOB, MX 3allachl U MECTOHAXOXKJIECHHUE, KINMaTHYECKUe
0co0eHHOCTH. TpagulIMOHHBIE U COBPEMEHHBIE SKOHOMUUYECKHUE YCIIOBUS, POOJIEMbI SKOHOMUYECKOTO
U COIMAIBbHOTO pa3BUTUS B CHHBLI3SHE XapaKTePU3YIOTCsl SKOHOMHKO-TEOrpa@uuecKuM KOHTEKCTOM.
B crartee Takxke paccmarpuBaercs HaceneHue CHHBLBSHA, JOJS Pa3IMYHBIX HAIMOHAIBHOCTEH,
neMorpadus U pacceieHre HacelneHusl, TEPPUTOPUATIbHO-aIMUHUCTPATUBHOE JICNICHHE.

B cratpe Takke BcectoponHe paccmotpena Mim Kazaxckast aBronomHast 06sactb rpu CHHBIBSHE.
[Toromy uto Mmm Kaszaxckas aBTOHOMHasi OONacTh SIBISIETCS OUYCHb BAXKHOM aJIMUHHMCTPATUBHOM
€IMHMLIEH C TOYKU 3pEHHs €€ IreorpaMuecKoro MOJIOKEHHs, TEPPUTOPUH, COIPENEIbHBIX CTpaH U
MPOTSHKEHHOCTH TPaHMII, a TAKXKe MPUPOAHO-PECYPCHOrO noTeHImana. [loaromy He00X0AUMO U3YUUTh
O0IyI0 TEpPUTOPUATbHO-aIMUHUCTPATUBHYIO CHTYallMIl0O U Teorpapuueckoe paccelieHue H
STHUYECKUI cocTaB HaceneHus Mnumiickoli aBTOHOMHOM o0nacTé B jAeMOrpauueckoM KOHTEKCTE.
BonmpmMHCTBO M3 5 MWUIMOHOB STHHYECKUX Ka3axOB KOTOPBIM MPOXKMBAIOUIMX 32 pyOexoMm,
npoxuBatoT B WMim Kazaxckoil aBroHomHol obnactu Kwuraiickoit Haponmnoit Pecnyomuku. Wne-
Kazaxckuii paifon oxsarbiBaeT Bcto 1700-kunomerpoByro rpanuily mexny Kaszaxcranom m Kuraewm.
IlosToMy 3Ta crathd mokKas3biBaeT, YyTO CHHBLBSHCKMM PAallOH MMEET BAXKHOE TI'EONOJIUTHYECKOE W
reo3KoHOMHYecKoe pacronoxenue uid Kutad. B pesynbrare Takux (akroB u mHpopManmu OyxyT
HAay4yHO ONpEAeNeHbl MPUYMHBI, XapakTep M TMO3ULMUS MOJUTHKH HAIlMOHAJIBHBIX MEHBIIMHCTB
MIPOBOAMMON KUTAUCKUMHU KOMMYHHCTaMHU B CHHBII3SHE.

CrnenyroniM BaKHBIM pas3/IeioM, PAaCCMOTPEHHBIM B CTaThE, SIBISIETCS BOIPOC AUACIIOPBl U
uppeneHTucToB. [1o aTomy copeprkanuio ObLT ITPOBEIEH UCTOPUKO-TeOrpauIecKnii aHaIn3 Ka3axCKOM
JIMAcTIOpbl M HMPPENICHTUCTOB, W OBUIO BBICKA3aHO MPEANONIOKEHUE, 4YTO KHUTalicKue Kazaxu-
UPPENCHTUCTBI, a HE JUACIOpPbl. JTO TOKA3bIBAET POJIb 3THUUYECKUX Ka3aXOB B OTHOLICHUSX MEXIY
JBYMs TOCyZIapCTBaMU. B cTaThe TakyKe aHAIM3UPYETCsl MUTPaLMsl STHUUECKUX Ka3axoB B PecryOmuky
Kazaxcran. Beigenensl npuunHbel X npuObITUs B KazaxcTtaH M HacelneHHbIe MYHKTHI, 7€ OHH
MIOCEJIWIINCH TT0ciIe Bo3BpalleHus B Ka3axcraH.

KmroueBble ciioBa. CHHBI3SIH, MeHBIIMHCTBA, e Ka3zaxckas aBToHOMHast 00J1aCTh, STHUYECKUE
Ka3axu, Tuacnopa, AeMorpadusi, MUrparus.

Introduction. The Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region is located in northwestern China, in the
interior of the Eurasian continent, with an area of 1,664,900 square kilometres. It is one-sixth of the
territory of China as a whole. It borders on the Tibetan Autonomous Region, the provinces of Qinghai
and Gansu, and the outer border with eight countries, including Mongolia, Russia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India. Two thousand kilometres between the west
and East, 1600 kilometres between the south and North. There are 16 customs posts in neighbouring
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countries. The length of the land border is more than 5,700 kilometres. The longest border of China with
neighbouring countries on the continent is located in this district.

Table 1- Countries bordering Xinjiang region and border length

Neighboring countries Border length (km)
Republic of Kazakhstan 1,718
Kyrgyz Republic 1000
Republic of Tajikistan 450
Islamic State of Afghanistan 92
Islamic Republic of Pakistan 599,1
India 200
Mongolia 1,416
Russian Federation 55

Xin Jiang can be described geographically as " three mountains and two lowlands": Altai mountain
in the North, Kunlong mountain in the South, and Tianshan Mountains in the central part. And in the
middle of these three mountain ranges are two large depressions-Zhungar and Taryn. The Taklimakan
Desert, located in the middle of the Tarim lowland, covers an area of about 330,000 square kilometres.
It is the most extensive desert land in China. The Tarim River is 2,486 kilometres long and is the
longest inland river in China. And the Dzungarian lowland in the North is about 380,000 square
kilometres. It is the second most extensive lowland in China. Xinjiang belongs to a typical temperate
continental dry climate. Precipitation is low, with an average annual rainfall of 177.3 mm. The temporal
and spatial distribution of water resources is uneven, with the peculiarity of being more in the West and
less in the East, more in the North and less in the South, and more mountains and less in the plains.
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Figure 1. Physical map of Xinjiang

Xinjiang has many types of minerals and abundant reserves. For example, 153 kinds of minerals are
found in the district. It accounts for 88.44% of the total state-found minerals. The estimated oil
resources are 23 billion tons, about 30% of the country's onshore oil resources. And natural gas
resources are 16 trillion cubic meters, about 34 million tons. And the estimated coal resources are 2.19
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trillion tons. This figure is about 40% of the total coal reserves of the state. Beyond these, there are
abundant reserves of iron, copper, lead, zinc, gold, chromium, nickel, rare metals, salt minerals, fluorite
and other minerals. In addition, Xinjiang has a wide variety of biological resources and unique species.
There are more than 730 species of vertebrates, which is 11% of the total number of animals in the
country. There are 178 wild animals under state protection, accounting for 18% of the country's total,
including 45 wild animals under national primary protection of the first level and 133 wild animals
under national secondary security. According to these indicators, it is possible to know how important
Xinjiang is for the Chinese state [ https://www.xinjiang.gov.cn/xinjiang.2022].

Materials and methodology. The purpose of the study of the article is a scientific assessment of
the geopolitical and geo-economic significance of the region through the economic and geographical
features of the XinJiang Provence. Therefore, in the article's writing, the works of domestic and foreign
scientists were considered. Maps and statistical data of state institutions and materials published in print
media were also used. Definitions were given to the scientific terms encountered to achieve the stated
goal of the study. For example, by analyzing the dictionary meaning and historical-scientific
interpretation of diaspora and irredenta, it was clarified that Chinese Kazakhs are not diaspora, which is
ingredients in their homeland. Geographical modelling, graphic, cartographic, mathematical, statistical
and comparative analysis methods were used to discuss the geographical situation of the territory
currently inhabited by Chinese Kazakhs and the migration situation between Kazakhstan and China.

Results and analysis. According to the territorial-administrative division of January 2023, Xinjiang
has ten regions. Five of them are autonomous regions. Xinjiang has 13 cities and sixty districts. Among
them, six districts are autonomous. Xinjiang has been a multi-ethnic region since ancient times. There
are 56 ethnic groups, such as Uyghur, Hanzu, Kazakh, Mongolian, Hui, Kyrgyz, Manchu, Sibe, Tajik,
Uzbek, Tatar, and Russian. According to the results of 2021, the number of permanent residents is 25.89
million. There were 10.9201 million Han people (pure Chinese citizens) and 14.9322 million ethnic
minorities. This indicator shows that the population of Xinjiang has increased in the last ten years.

In addition to the Chinese, indigenous peoples have lived in this region from time immemorial.
Such Turkic-speaking peoples as Uyghur, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, and Uzbek occupy a dominant position.
Among these peoples, the Uyghur population prevails. Since the beginning of the new century, the
Uyghur population has grown from 8.3456 million (2000) to 11.6243 million (2020). The average
annual growth rate was 1.67%. During this period, the average annual growth rate of minorities was
high [http://mww.news.cn/10.12.2021]. According to the age structure of the Xinjiang population, there
are 5 million 8062 thousand people aged 0-14, which is 22.46% of the total population. There are 17
million 1292 thousand people aged 15-59, 66.26% of the total population. And 2 million 917 thousand
people over sixty. This shows 11.28 %. Two thousand twenty-two years compared to 2010, the share of
the population aged 0-14 increased by 2.01%, and the percentage of the population aged sixty and over
by 1.62% [http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2021-09/26/]. It produces newspapers, books, audio-visual
products and electronic publications in 6 languages (Uyghur, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Mongolian and Sibe) in
Xinjiang. Xinjiang has long been a region where many religions coexist. Currently, there are Islam,
Buddhism, Taoism, Christianity, Catholicism, and Orthodox churches. In 1987, Xinjiang Islamic
Institute, a religious higher education institution with a five-year school system, was established in the
autonomous region.

The economy of Xinjiang has been developing at a high rate since the 2000s due to China's
"Development of the Western Regions™ reform. For example, the regional gross domestic product will
increase from 741.183 billion yuan in 2012 to 1,598.365 billion yuan in 2021. Average annual growth is
7.5%; GDP per capita will increase from 33,103 yuan in 2012 to 61,725 yuan in 2021, with an average
annual growth rate of 5.8%. Expected results of the economic and social development of Xinjiang in
2022: increase of the region's gross domestic product by 6%, state budget income by 7%, investment in
fixed capital by 10%, foreign trade by 6%, per capita income by 7 Delivery to %.

And the most densely populated place of Kazakhs in the district is the 1li Kazakh Autonomous
Region. The region is located in the western northern part of Xinjiang. The land area is 350 thousand

square kilometers and is 1/5 of the total area of the Xinjiang. The west-north borders Kazakhstan, the
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North-the Russian Federation. The outer border is 421 kilometers long. In addition to the Ili Kazakh
Autonomous Region, Chinese Kazakhs live in other regions of Xinjiang [CapkpiTkan Kacrep, 2021].

Table 2- Administrative units inhabited by Kazakhs outside lle region

The name of the administrative structure number of Kazakhs
Sanzhi Dungan region 133286
in Manas district 17859
in Kutibi district 24234
in Fukang district 14761
in Chongzhi district 24700
Mory in the Kazakh Autonomous District 21054
in Zhemsary district 10909
Barkol in the Kazakh autonomous region 33705
Burtala is in the Mongolian autonomous region 44417
In the city of Urumzhi 68076
In the city of Karamai 11620

Tarbagatai mountain in the west-north of the lle region, Tian-Shan mountains in the west-south,
Altai mountain in the far north, Tian-Shan mountain range stretches obliquely in the east-west direction,
Xinjiang land is divided into two regions, South and North. Kazakhs have been settling in this
northwestern region throughout history. There are famous Irtysh and lle rivers in this region. The
distance between the west and east of the area is more than 1000, and the distance between the north and
south is more than 800.

Figure 2. Geographical location of Xinjiang in China, lle region in Xinjiang

This region is rich in water resources, it is profitable for agriculture. The Irtysh river originates from
the West-South peaks of the Altai Mountains and flows into Lake Zaisan in Kazakhstan. The two banks
of the river are rich with grass and water, which has long been a sacred place for nomads. The Ili river
flows to the west and into Lake Balkhash in Kazakhstan. The two banks of the river are fertile arable
land, rich water, fertile pastures, and favourable weather conditions. The terrain is flat, with a height of
1000-3000 meters above sea level. However, due to its remoteness from the sea — oceans, the temperate
zone has the character of a dry, cold climate. The average annual precipitation is 145 mm., and the
annual and daily temperature difference is high.
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By administrative—territorial division, the lli-Kazakh Autonomous Region covers the Tarbagatai
and Altai regions, the city of Kulzha and Kuytun, as well as the Kulzha, Khorgos, Nylky, Kunes,
Togyztarau, Tekes, Mongolkure districts and the Shapshal Sibe Autonomous District. The
administrative centre of the region is the city of Kulzha. The population is 5 million. 343 thousand 98
people, of which the minority population is 61.3 %.. The average density iS 16 people. The birth rate is
9.12 %o, mortality-4.8., natural increase - is 4.32 %o. The number of Kazakh nationalities is 22% [Vang
Lychuan, 2011]. The main inhabitants are representatives of Kazakh, Chinese, Uyghur, Mongolian,
Dungan, Sibe, Kyrgyz nationalities. However, in recent years, the number of Chinese has been
increasing due to the large migration from the inner regions of China. As a result, the population is
rapidly increasing, employment is difficult, and other social problems are causing a flight. This situation
accelerated the process of resettlement of local Kazakhs to Kazakhstan. However, the instability of
Kazakhstan's migration policy has been negatively affecting the migration of Kazakhs for some years.
Moreover, the pandemic situation has stopped migration in one way or another.

In addition to Xinjiang, the provinces are also inhabited by Kazakhs, but their number is small . On
a global scale, about 5 million Kazakhs live in more than 40 countries. However, their exact number is
still unclear. They can be classified into groups as irredentists and diasporas. The word diaspora here
means "scattering™ in Greek, while the word irredenta is derived from the Italian word for "no freedom"
(Dosan Baimolda, 2015). The reason for dividing them into irredentists and Diasporas is that the two
have different legal and political meanings. Diaspora - people persecuted for various reasons and
migrated to other countries and their descendants. Irredents are citizens and their descendants who were
separated from their historical homeland under the conditions of delimitation and demarcation.

The role of diasporas and irredentists in international relations is essential. They have a positive
influence on the state of integration of the country. For many countries, studying the history of the
development of the diaspora is an essential tool in implementing foreign policy. In the current
geopolitical and geoeconomic situation, the state needs to use the potential of Kazakh diasporas and
irredentists. However, Kazakhstan has yet to take full advantage of this opportunity. That is to say, there
is still not a scientific institute studying this field (Kaster Sarkytkan, 2013. p. 358-365).

Table 3 - lle Kazakh Autonomous Oblast: administrative structure, population and land area

Name of land Population land area
(square kilometer)

Kulzha city 542000 524,94
Kuytun city 300000 1109,89
Kulzha district 372590 4681,90
Shapshal Sibe Autonomous District 179744 4471,95
Khorgos district 364400 5429,83
Togyztarau district 164860 4326,90
Kunes district 297600 6813,74
Mongolkure district 158900 11127,91
Tekes district 156900 7764,10
Tekes district 157000 10130,37
Tarbagatai regions 966300 94698,78
Shaueshek 159500 3991,25
city
Shikhu city 210300 14299,86
Dorbilzhin district 201200 9448,37
Sawan 203000 12676,58
district
Toly district 89100 19977,34
Shagantogai 53400 6112,13
district
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Kobyksary 49900 28192,65
district

Altai regions 623000 117699,01
Altai city 226300 10829,06
Bouyrshin district 65900 10357,35
Jemenei 37600 7152,30
district

Koktogai 85800 32186,11
district

Buriltogai 71600 33250,74
district

Kaba district 79700 8166,58
Shingil district 56200 15576,87

After the Republic of Kazakhstan gained independence, it prepared many programs related to the
return of Kazakhs abroad to their historical homeland. In January 1992, the Republic of Kazakhstan
concluded a trade and economic agreement with the People's Republic of China. That year, the trade
between the two countries was 432 million US dollars. After that, about 68 agreements were signed
between the two countries (Madiev D.A., 2018). Such relations also had an impact on the increase in the
flow of migration.

Currently, if we classify the reasons influencing the situation of migration between the Republic of
Kazakhstan and the People's Republic of China, it is based on the following:

- economic (including the situation in the labour market);

- historical;

- geographical,

- political and legal;

- social;

- ethnodemographic;

- ethnocultural.

The factors influencing the increase in migration from China to Kazakhstan are repatriates who
came to Kazakhstan for permanent residence (Sadovskaya E, 2008). Immigrants are mainly located in
Almaty and Astana city, Aktobe, Almaty and East Kazakhstan regions. (Kozhirova S., 2010).

Conclusion. The Kazakhs of China settled in the concentrated District of the Ili Kazakh
Autonomous Region. It is considered an important region in China due to the breadth of the region's
land and the advantage of its natural and climatic resource potential. The current economic development
of the region has had a significant impact on the development of multilateral trade and economic,
cultural and social relations between China and Kazakhstan. However, along with economic growth, an
increase in environmental issues also affects Kazakhstan. The increase in the region's population has
caused difficulties for Kazakhs to be employed and receive education in their language. Chinese
Kazakhs, concerned about the future of their descendants, accelerated their migration to Kazakhstan.
However, the non-permanent continuation of the migration policy of the Government of Kazakhstan
towards compatriots in one direction created various obstacles to the migration of Kazakhs. However,
over the past few years, migration has resumed, but the number of immigrants has sharply decreased
due to the pandemic.

Internal and external migration of people is a long-standing and standard process common to many
peoples. However, the cause and effect of formation are different among them. It is related to the
political-historical conditions of that time and individual decisions of the nation or citizens. «population
shift from countries are not similar amongst themselves and is defined by personal decisions of people
taking part in the shifting and is a function of globalizing economy» (Castles, Stephen and Mark J.
Miller, 2003) Therefore, this phenomenon is considered and appreciated as one of the functions of
human civilization and the globalization of the economy. The Kazakh people, who settled in many
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countries of the world due to various historical circumstances, are one of the most scattered nations in
the world. However, it is quite natural that they have a socio-political status as diasporas and irredentists
due to their close or distant habitat in the historical and geographical regions bordering Kazakhstan. The
largest group of Kazakhs living abroad is in China. With the creation of legal and legal foundations of
migration processes between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the people's Republic of China, the
migration of compatriots and labour students has gradually developed.

During the 30 years of independence, more than 1 million ethnic Kazakhs immigrated to
Kazakhstan, which contributed to a significant increase in the country's population. Among them, the
share of Chinese Kazakhs is about 15 per cent. The reason for this is that they are local people.
Moreover, in recent years, the decline in economic growth in Kazakhstan and the steady growth of the
Chinese economy have reduced the attractiveness of Kazakhstan. However, Kazakhs in China are very
concerned about the preservation of their mother tongue and national identity. This is the factor that
prompted the migration of Kazakhs to Kazakhstan." (Aibolat Dalelkhan, Dariko Majidenova, 2018).

From the point of view of the country's geopolitical interest, it is very important to attract ethnic
Kazakhs abroad to the Motherland. For this, the country's government should increase the current laws
and the amount of aid and create the best possible conditions. As one of the conditions for this, it is
necessary to increase the social and economic attractiveness of the country. It is clear that this will give
a new impetus to the development of Kazakh street.
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